
 

KEOWEE KEY PICKLEBALL CLUB UPDATE 

 

President’s Corner 
 
I have to say that the Keowee Key Classic Tournament was the best run and most organized tournament 
I have ever played in… and I have played in one run by “professional tournament directors”.  Thanks to JJ 
and all the volunteers that helped make this a success.  We have heard from so many people about how 
much they enjoyed it and how well it was organized.  It was also our biggest turnout with over 80 
players.  I am so appreciative of our members who continue to come out and support our events and 
who are great ambassadors for our community.  I can’t thank my partner in mixed doubles, JJ, enough 
for all his efforts and I think this picture says he is so glad it’s over!  

 
 

 
On a related note, thank you to all of you who came out yesterday to support our interclub social event 
with Central Clemson (aka Death Valley Picklers).  Thanks to Doug and Valerie Crenshaw for organizing 
the event and getting our courts and the tennis courts ready for play.  I had a number of people ask me 
about playing at the Central Clemson Recreation Center.  It is quite convenient to Keowee Key and they 
have 6 indoor courts permanently painted on the gym floor.  Initial cost is $5 for the waiver and then $2 
each subsequent time.  They play Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, from 9 until noon.  It is a great venue 
when it is cold or wet here.  Also, you get to play with other players and meet new pickleball friends. 
 
We had a number of players go to the 300-plus person tournament in Hiawassee, Georgia this month 
and we had a number of winners!  In men’s singles, JJ got silver in the 3.0 and 60+ category and he 
picked up a gold with his partner in mixed doubles in the 3.0 level and 60+/70+ age category.  In 
women’s doubles (4.0 and 50+ age category), Nancy Lenkowski and Wendy Evans battled it out with 
Carrie Palmer and Tammy Lentini and placed second in a tie-breaker that ended in 15 points for the 
winners and 13 for Nancy and Wendy.  Just a note, Palmer and Lentini won our Women’s Doubles Group 
2 bracket at Keowee Key this past weekend.  Congratulations to everyone who played and especially to 
those who brought home the silver and gold. 

 



We are still looking for volunteers to be on the Pickleball Club Board Committee.  You can do it alone or 
with others to help you.  Trust me, it’s fun!  Please let me or any other Board member know if you are 
willing to help out.  We need some new blood and ideas on the Board. 

 
As many of you have noticed, we have taped off 4 pickleball courts on the hard tennis courts.  You can 
reserve them via the tennis reservation and they are courts 1 and 2.  Preference is to go with court 1 
first as the tennis players use the ball machine on court 2.  You can only reserve courts 1 or 2, but there 
are actually 4 available - just no way in our current reservation system to differentiate them.  You will 
need to get the nets out of Bryan Coker’s old office in the FRC and I understand that they use your keys 
as collateral.  You will need to take them down when you’re done.  By using these courts during our very 
busy times, you are helping us justify our need for more dedicated courts.   I learned recently from our 
KKPOA Board Liaison that our 2018 capital request for a study for the new courts and pavilion and our 
2019 request for 4 new courts and a pavilion have been each been moved out one year.  That means we 
have at least two more full years of our 4 courts.  So, please, use the tennis courts when we are crowded 
by making a reservation and setting up the nets.  It is very quick and easy to set them up and if you 
would like to learn how, I would be happy to show you. 

 
A couple of items have been clarified by the KKPOA Board recently regarding use of our facilities by local 
guests who are within 40 miles of Keowee Key and within a zip code listed in our KKPOA Directory. Here 
is the policy with regard to use of the pickleball courts by local guests:  “Guests use of the Pickleball 
courts must be accompanied by a member.  Local area guests must pay the guest fee (collectible in the 
FRC), and the sponsoring member is responsible for their guests. Guests for Interclub tournaments, and 
other Keowee Key sponsored tournaments are not subject to a guest fee for the event.  Guests for 
KKPOA Sponsored events (Honor Their Service, Discovery Packages, etc.) are not subject to a guest fee.” 
As a further note, your guests beyond 40 miles may play for free. 

 
Someone mentioned to me that during block times, some people were erasing other people’s names on 
the white board.  If you want to play with a group, you need to sign up in the next empty box and please 
don’t erase anyone’s name who has already signed up.   

 
Karen (Daniels) 

 

Social Scene  
 
Join us on Sunday December 3 at the Club to celebrate the holidays. Cocktails begin at 6:00, followed by 
dinner  and dancing. Spouses are welcome to join us. 

 
Entree choices: 
Chicken Piccata  $20.95 
Parmesan Salmon with Citrus Beurre Blanc  $24.95 
Beef Tenderloin with Chive Hollandaise  $29.95 

 
All selections include Holiday Salad, Green Bean Almondine, Parmesan Mashed Potatoes, dessert, 
coffee, and tea. 

 
Don’t delay; call the Club today to make your reservation and indicate your entree selection, (864-944-
2151). Reservations need to be made by November 26. 



 
If you are interested in helping with decorations for this event, please contact Leslie at 
lhwalker12@gmail.com. 

 
Thanks to members of the social committee who have been so helpful all year long with PB&Bs, Ladies 
Socials, and other special events: Judy Trad, Ilene Lund, Darla & Ron Cady, Jeanne & Geoff Chambers, 
MaryJo and Tim Weidman...we could not have done it without your efforts! 
 
Leslie and John (Walker) 

 

Player Development 
 
For all of you new members, we have reserved courts every Wednesday morning  so you can come out 
and practice various skills and drills. On the third Wednesday of the month, we use all four courts and 
have different drills and facilitators on each court.   

For Intermediate and Advanced level players - on Friday mornings we have started reserving a couple 
of courts for “drills for skills” practice. We’ve gotten a great turnout for these sessions.  As the Pros say, 
“We need to Practice Drills more than we play games if we want to truly improve.. 

On 10/18 we had another successful Facilitator led Player Development session with a full complement 
of participants who practiced all aspects of the game.   

The next Facilitator led Player Development session - 11/15 from 9:00 - 11:00 will include Serves; Return 
of Serve; Drop Shots; Ground Strokes; Dinks; Volleys; Lobs; Play Strategies.  Please sign-up at 
jswalker5233d@gmail.com to help us organize groupings in advance.  NOTE: We are  limiting the 
numbers to the first 16 who sign up.  If you don’t make the first 16, you are welcome to come and see 
if someone dropped out or just doesn’t show up. 

John (Walker) 

Interclub Events 

We had two interclub events this month.  On the 4th, 20 players from Seneca joined another 20 from 
our group for a raucous night on our courts and on the taped tennis courts.  And, on Saturday the 21st, 
13 players from Central Clemson group were here for an afternoon of games and rock and roll.  Thanks 
to all of you who helped to make these events so successful and for your help setting up and taking 
down the temporary nets. 

Doug (Crenshaw) 

Competition 

Results of the 4th Annual Keowee Key Pickleball Classic  
 
The 4th Annual Keowee Key Pickleball Classic Tournament took place on October 13th and 14th.  Players 
gathered on the Keowee Key 8 Pickleball Courts, which included 4 new additional courts in our tennis 
complex. Friday’s matches consisted of 72 players competing in 2 Women’s divisions and 3 Men’s 
divisions. Matches continued on Saturday that consisted of 48 players competing in 3 Mixed doubles 
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divisions. In addition to Keowee Key members, players from area clubs including Connesstee Falls, 
Asheville, Greenville, Hendersonville, Brevard, Death Valley Pickleball, and Golden Corner Pickleball 
attended. Our guests commented on how great they were welcomed to Keowee Key and what beautiful 
courts and facilities we are blessed with.   The matches were hotly contested and represented pickleball 
being played at skill levels that continue to reach new heights each year. Members of the Keowee Key 
Pickleball Club with the help of many volunteers conducted the tournament which included lunch on 
both days, a raffle and the presentation of sixteen gold and silver medals.  Be sure to check out some of 
the pictures Jean MacGuffie (our official photographer) took during the event at our website: 
http://www.keoweekeypickleball.org/photo.htm 

 
5 matches on Friday: 
Women’s Group 1 
Gold Medal winners (Karen Helms & Marsha Kitagawa) 
Silver Medal Winners (Pam Shealy & Raechel Hunt) 
Womens Group 2 
Gold Medal Winners (Carrie Palmer & Tammy Lentini) 
Silver Medal Winners (Nicki Dunn & Trisha Phillips) 
Men’s Group 1 
Gold Medal winners (John Hesson & Steve Machnik) 
Silver Medal Winners (Bill Cooper & Scott Grove) 
Men’s Group 2 
Gold Medal Winners (Leon Ellis & Ron Huston) 
Silver Medal Winners (Scott Memenga & Johnny Tong) 
Men’s Group 3 
Gold Medal Winners (Bob Hamilton & Bert Wray) 
Silver Medal Winners (Cengiz Krukcu & Kent McKinney) 
 
3 matches on Saturday: 
Mixed Doubles Group 1 
Gold Medal winners (Jeff Williams & Diane Williams) 
Silver Medal Winners (Steve Machnik & Kathy Bargeron) 
Mixed Doubles Group 2 
Gold Medal Winners (Rob Claude & Tricia Phillips) 
Silver Medal Winners (Robert Moore & Marsha Kitagawa) 
Mixed Doubles Group 3 
Gold Medal Winners (Bill King & Wendy Evens) 
Silver Medal Winners(Chris Lamb & Jenny Kemp) 

 
A very special thanks to all the volunteers; 
Karen Daniels (2017 Pickleball Club President) 
Jon Goyert (Keowee Key Tournament T-Shirts) 
Lunch, snack, set up & clean up: 
Jackye Cocoros  
Doug Crenshaw (2018 Pickleball Club President) 
Photography: 
Jean MacGuffie 
Registration: 
Dave Dixon 
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Court taping and net set up: 
Jon Goyert, Karen Daniels, Jeff Williams, John Annett, and Dennis Heine 
Court Monitors and scorekeepers: 
Richard Webster, Bill Smith, Scott Hunt, Geoff Chambers, Jeanne Chambers, Jim Rowe, Jennifer Rowe, 
Gary Grizard, and Dana Overman 
Master Scorekeeper: 
Steve Hirsch 
Rescue 22: 
Leslie and Erik Sprogis 

 
Check out the following link below for all the details of the tournament. 

4th Annual Keowee Key Pickleball Classic 

Keowee Key Fall Pickleball Club Championship 

(Saturday December 2nd) 
Rainout Date will be Sunday 

·      1st and 2nd Place Trophies 
·      Men and Women (all levels compete against one another 
·      Multiple Partners 
·      Whist Format 
If you are interested in playing send an email to jrjjisland@gmail.com. 

 

JJ (Jim Jacobs) 
Click here to view calendar for pickleball block times and special events.  We encourage you to create your own 
schedule by going to the reservations column and reserving a court(s) up to 72 hours in advance when 
available. 

 
10 22 2017 
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